REVIEWS OF BOOKS. 


I. A Treatise on Fractures and Dislocations, By Lewis A. 

Stimson, B.A., M.D., Professor of Surgery in Cornell University 
Medical College, New York. 8vo, pp. 823. Philadelphia and 
New York : Lea Brothers & Co. 

II. Fractures and Dislocations of the Upper Extremity. By 
J. E. Platt, M.S., F.R.C.S., Late Resident Surgical Officer to 
the Manchester Royal Infirmary. Royal 8vo, pp. 228. London: 
II. K. Lewis. 

III. Notes on the Modern Treatment of Fractures. By John 
B. Roherts, A.hi., M.I)., Professor of Surgery in the Philadel¬ 
phia Polyclinic. 8vo, pp. 162. New York: D. Appleton & Co. 

I. Stimson’s treatise on fractures appeared first as a distinct 
volume in 1883, and was followed by a second volume, on disloca-. 
tions, five years later. These at once took rank as standard reference 
books, but are now to be superseded by this one volume, and which 
is practically, therefore, a second edition. The author has recast his 
work into a more personal form, giving less space to quotations, and 
citations of divergent views upon disputed points, and to historical 
data, and has made more prominent his own personal views and ex¬ 
perience. This certainly greatly enhances the value of the work; 
but the careful reader cannot fail to see frequent traces of the diffi¬ 
culty he has experienced in shaking off the fetters of the method of 
composition originally adopted, in the frequency with which previous 
foreign authors are quoted, particularly Gurlt. Thus, when the com¬ 
parative frequency of compound fractures in different regions of the 
body is to be stated, the figures of the German writer are given, and 
not those of the author’s own hospitals of Bellevue or Hudson Street. 
When a classification of the displacements of which the fragments of a 
fractured bone are susceptible is to be made, Malgaignc is the one who 
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is credited with the simple and obvious natural list submitted. When 
the subject of fractures by muscular action is to be elucidated, “ the 
following cases taken from Gurlt” arc the words with which the 
illustrative cases are introduced 1 When the fractures due to malig¬ 
nant disease of bone are discussed, again we find this favorite 
authority depended upon, the citation beginning with the words, “of 
thirty-two cases collected by Gurlt,” but nowhere any recent statistics 
nor any reference to any observation by an American surgeon. Open¬ 
ing the book at the 324th page, where fractures of the neck of the 
femur are under discussion, and the danger to life created by the 
accident is the special theme, he begins by saying, “ Of the sixty 
cases collected by R. W. Smith.” Now, Smith wrote in Dublin more 
than fifty years ago; surely a much larger and more recent experience 
might have been gathered from the hospitals of New York City which 
would have been of greater interest and value to the surgeons of the 
present day. 

Possibly these criticisms are hypercritical, but in view of the emi¬ 
nent qualifications and extraordinary opportunities of the author to 
give to the profession a fully up-to-date treatise on fractures, they may 
not be wholly unwarranted. There is still a place for a systematic 
treatise on fractures which shall present the experience, views, and 
practice of English-speaking surgeons of the present day. 

The book as a whole is a most excellent one; it is conservatively 
progressive, most of its teachings being wise and safe, while its way ol 
putting things is concise and clear. An excellent series of X-ray full- 
page plates add to the number and value of its illustrations. 

II. This little book is an exceedingly interesting and valuable 
analysis of about seven hundred consecutive cases of fractures and 
dislocations of the upper extremity personally observed by the author 
at the Manchester Royal Infirmary during a recent period of two 
years, while he held the position of Resident Surgical Officer at that 
institution. It is an excellent example of the use which an intelligent 
and zealous young surgical resident can make of the opportunities 
which an active and extensive casualty service in a great city affords. 
We commend it to the imitation of others—and their number is 
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great,—who are enjoying similar opportunities. The richness and 
variety of the Manchester Royal Infirmary service is shown by the 
numbers of different injuries which came under the observation of 
Mr. Platt during two years. There were 115 fractures of the clavicle, 

5 of the scapula, 131 of the humerus, 142 of the radius and ulna, 179 
of the radius alone, and 39 of the ulna alone. There were 77 dislo¬ 
cations at the shoulder-joint, 33 at the elbow-joint, 3 at the sterno¬ 
clavicular joint, 7 at the acromio-clavicular joint, 6 of the head of the 
radius, and 3 at the wrist-joint. 

The residts of the treatment, as reported, seem to have been 
above the average, and sustain the wisdom of the methods employed. 
Of especial importance are the observations as to the unwisdom of 
early attempts at mobilization after injuries at the elbow, and the 
importance of primary complete reduction of displacement in frac¬ 
tures of the lower extremity of the radius. 

III. From time to time during the past twenty years, Dr. Roberts 
has contributed essays upon certain phases or departments of the sub¬ 
ject of fractures, which have always commanded attention because of 
their agreement with advancing knowledge and of the terseness and 
vigor of their style. These have now been gathered together into the 
volume before us. Independent thinking and common sense are two 
marked characteristics of the contents of this book. The author 
writes from the stand-point of the thoroughly trained and skilful 
surgeon of the aseptic period, and applies to the treatment of frac¬ 
tures the principles which govern the treatment of wounds of other 
tissues of the body. There are nineteen chapters, or essays, here pre¬ 
sented. ’ Of these eight chapters are devoted to fractures of the lower 
extremity of the radius. Fractures of the humerus are considered in 
two of the chapters, and to the tibia and fibula is devoted one. 
Simplicity, exploratory incisions, tenotomy, subcutaneous nailing, 
each is treated of at length, and the indications calling for such inter¬ 
ference clearly set forth. The book makes for good surgery; it is 
interesting reading, and one lays it down feeling refreshed and stimu¬ 
lated by its perusal. 


Lewis S. Pilcher. 



